St Augustine’s and St Mary’s

Reflections
Sunday 3rd of May 2020, 4th Sunday of Easter
Wednesday 6th of May 2020

Christ is Risen
As we gather together in spirit this 4th Sunday of Easter, let us continue to remember that, after
being isolated, confined … indeed dead in a tomb, our Lord lives. Christ is Risen.
Let us pray together:

Opening Prayer
All Faithful one, whose word is life:
come with saving power
to free our praise,
inspire our prayer
and shape our lives
for the kingdom of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Lectionary Readings
Sunday 3rd of May: Genesis 7; Acts 2:42-end; Psalm 23; John 10:1-10
Wednesday 6th of May: Psalm 135; Luke 3:15-22
‘They went into the ark with Noah, two and two of all flesh in which there was the breath of life. And
those that entered […] went in as God commanded him; and the Lord shut him in.’ (Gen 7:15-16)
‘Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for you are with me.’
(Psalm 23:4)
‘So again Jesus said to them […] “I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in
and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that you may
have life, and have it abundantly.’ (John 10:10)

Brief Reflections: Lockdown, Shadows, and Resurrection
How much longer? When will the lockdown finish? When can we go out? Will life be the same
after this?
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We are all different and probably experiencing the lockdown differently therefore. For some it’s a
curse. For others a blessing. Some will sadly be ill or dying. Many will, by the grace of God, be OK.
Some will be missing going out to work; to a favourite restaurant; or a favourite shop. Others will
be anxious because they’ve been furloughed; or made redundant and struggle to buy food. Many
will feel isolated and disconnected … impeded. Others will relish the solitude and the rest. Many
will miss friends and family; feeling lonely. Others will feel crowded; dreaming of getting away.
Some will miss going to the gym. Others will be genuinely enjoying their sofas. Some will engage
in a dynamic love/hate relationship with Facebook, Youtube and Zoom. Others will cherish virtual
silence. Many will miss the rhythm of the ‘usual’. Others will not.
I’ve made a sourdough starter and been experimenting with baking bread every day …
(Christopher even managed to charm the local bakers into selling him flour when the shops had
run out – flour, the new loo roll; who would have thought?!?) You may think, all well and good,
but it’s not all good. We cannot share our bread with others … And it’s definitely not good for my
waist. Particularly since working from home and going from virtual meeting to virtual meeting does
not leave much room – or, dare I say it, much desire – for fitness exercises. (Yes, shame!)
We are all different.
What is fair to say, however, is that most of us will be wanting to know, with some apprehension,
‘How much longer? When will the lockdown finish?’, and wondering what life will be like after this.
(Will I be able to lose the extra weight?!?)
Reflecting on our Genesis reading this Sunday morning, I can’t help thinking that Noah and his
family must have been asking themselves similar questions whilst in the ark. They were in
lockdown for about a year; either being tossed about in the flood waters or stuck on top of a
mountain, waiting for the waters to recede; asking themselves, ‘How much longer? When will this
finish? When can we go out?’, and wondering what the world looked like … out there.
Reading Noah’s story afresh, I was struck by the fact that it was the Lord who ‘shut him in’ (Gen
7:16). God shut him in. We know that the purpose of the ark is to save Noah, his family and all the
animal species he could bring into the ark.
As with COVID-19 (though not at all on the same scale), being ‘shut in’ is meant to save lives. I
don’t mean to speculate on the role of God in our current circumstances, apart from daring to
assert that God is with us all through it all … whatever our experiences will be.
As the Psalmist reassures us, ‘Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear
no evil; for you are with me’ (Psalm 23:4).
We must remember that we have life from, with and in God. We are resurrection people …
Christ has conquered death. Christ is Risen. And even though Christ forbade Mary to touch him
when he first emerged from the tomb (‘Noli me tengere …’ in Latin; John 20:17), after he was
cleansed by his Ascension to the Father, Christ invited people to touch him; and the touch may
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have been on occasion rather invasive. ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your
hand and put it in my side,’ Christ invites Thomas (John 20:27).
Here are two examples of artistic interpretations of the two moments that focus on touch.

Antonio da Correggio, Noli me tangere (c 1525). Museo del Prado, Madrid

In Correggio’s depiction, Mary Magdalene is at Jesus’ feet, looking up at him with love and awe;
and maybe a little bit of hurt confusion. She holds her right arm back, in a forced gesture of selfcontrol. Christ is standing in front of Mary, looking directly at her yet avoiding her touch – his right
hand posed to reject her, whilst his left points to heaven, alluding to Jesus’ imminent ascension.
The reason as to why Jesus should say ‘do not touch me’ or ‘do not hold me back’ is often debated.
Could any human contact interfere with his ascension? Or is it because a woman is about to touch
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him (and particularly a woman who in tradition is associated with a tainted past)? Certainly, in her
rich golden gown and against a background of lush vegetation, Mary Magdalene’s figure radiates
life and the earthly passions of being alive.

Guercino, The Incredulity of Saint Thomas (1621). The National Gallery, London

Although the biblical text does not mention the fact that Thomas physically responds to Christ’s
invitation, Guercino depicts the moment when Thomas touches Jesus’ side. His fingers penetrate
Christ’s flesh while the other disciples present here witness the gesture with interest. The disciple
behind Jesus, who cannot see what is happening, raises a hand as if to stop Thomas from going
through with it (and so disrespecting?) their Lord.
Jesus looks down directly at Thomas, opening his body for inspection, his right arm extended to
one side, holding his robe – here also blue, like in Correggio’s Noli me tangere painting above. In
his left hand Christ holds up a white banner, symbolic of his resurrection. His torso is beautiful,
bearing no marks of his painful torture, crucifixion and death. Guercino’s message is that Jesus has
a new body, a resurrected body.
Whereas Jesus is calm and open, Thomas has a wild appearance, his hair and beard bushy and
untamed (perhaps like many of us these days, who cannot visit their barbers or hairdressers?).
Looking straight at Jesus’ flesh and not his face, Thomas clutches his robe shut around his chest,
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in a protective manner. Because of the positioning of the characters and the clear view of Jesus’
side, viewers are invited to identify with Thomas and his penetrating gesture and have their doubt
challenged by this painting.
Christ has conquered death. Christ is Risen. And so we will be. For he came that we may have life,
and ‘have it abundantly’ (John 10:10). As the Gospel of John asserts, Christ is the gate … our safety
and our freedom to ‘come in and go out and find pasture’.
I could certainly do with some greens!

The Collect of the Day
All Risen Christ,
faithful shepherd of your Father’s sheep:
teach us to hear your voice
and to follow your command,
that all your people may be gathered into one flock
to the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

Notices
resources are providing free prayers and reflections for adults, families and children
for each Sunday – often used with Light Factory Activity Sheets and colouring page – via this link:
https://www.rootsontheweb.com/i-am-looking-for/public-copies/worshipathome3may

Christian Aid Week 2020 is still happening! Usually St Marys raises £1000 and it
would be fabulous to still support this wonderful charity at this time! Go to Christian Aid Website
to donate (https://www.christianaid.org.uk) and then if you can let Yo Tozer-Loft know, so she can
keep a tally of our total. Full details of this tally scheme are on the website (https://www.stmaryschurch.co.uk), facebook group and have already been circulated on google group mailing.

Revd Dr Claire Dawson cdawson@blueyonder.co.uk 0114 272 4987: Day off Friday
Revd. Karen Cribb revkaren@stmaryschurch.co.uk Mobile: 07580 378507: Day off Tuesday
Revd Cannon Mike West mike.west23@tiscali.co.uk 0114 266 2188
Revd Dr Ela Hall 0114 268 7002 elanutuhall@gmail.com: Working part-time.
Centralmissionpartnership@sheffield.anglican.org Catherine Rooker-Brown: 0739 2087529
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